Fruit Salad

During the election campaign, First Lady Michelle Obama commented, “For the first time in her life, she was proud of her country.” This was viewed as unpatriotic, but nonetheless, some of us shared her point of view as truth. America is a wonderful place, and most of us couldn’t imagine living anywhere else. People from other countries endure danger, threat of deportation and even possibly death to get to our shores and make a better life for themselves and their families here. This is also the same country that has been quite hypocritical in its critical judgment of other countries human rights violations. Matthew 7:3 reads,” Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?

I fully understood Michelle’s comment, and didn’t see what all the hubbub was. As my father used to say, “A hit dog, will holla”. But, I have recently felt the weight of Michelle’s sentiment, and a true sense of pride in where America is going. Recent events have made me consider the First Lady’s comment. One of them is the fact that she is indeed the “First Lady”. Another was American Idol… Now admittedly, I don’t watch this show regularly, but I was so happy to see a very talented young man, Adam Lambert” almost win the prize. Adam is a very unique and intriguing young man. His style is sort of like a gay Elvis Pressley. Yes, Don King… Only in America. His clothes were unique and quirky, his hair is short and spiky, he has a smart witty sense of humor… cute in a way I couldn’t quite define. Oh, wait… clothes nobody else would wear, neat but spiky hair… kinda' funny personality… I know he reminds me of me. I was so proud of the American people for being open to someone obviously talented and creative but very different on the surface. In reality maybe we all had the same feeling about Adam…the same conclusion that I just came to. In the words of Maya Angelou, “we are more alike than we are un-alike.” I believe this is finally sinking into the American Spirit and Psyche. That makes me proud. Way to go Adam for boldly sharing your talent with us. I think it was when he sang a soulful “Tracks of my Tears” that totally won me over. Even though he didn’t win, I’m sure we haven’t heard the last of him.  Idol has been a wonderful platform for talented people who are as varied as Reuben Studdard and my new TV friend Adam.

Another thing that has made me proud recently is President Obama’s selection of Judge Sonya Sodomayor as the next Supreme Court Justice.  I believe that we have really come full circle with the court looking like it is about to now. Antonin Scalia, Italian American, moderate conservative; Clarence Thomas, African American, and arguably the most conservative; Ruth Bader Ginsburg, German American, Liberal, and now possibly the first Hispanic American Justice, Sonya Sotomayor.  It’s looking less like a melting pot where the flavor is of a single note, and a lot more like the rest of America, like a fruit salad where the flavors are an interesting mix, but each fruit still maintains its own distinct taste and consistency. I am happy to live in a country where all of this is possible. We still have a way to go when it comes to equality, but we are solidly on the road. I am grateful that we live in a country where the transfer of power is usually very smooth, without resulting war, pestilence and famine following that exchange. Jimi Hendrix once said, “When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.” As much turmoil as there is in the world right now, I am encouraged that the US has stepped up and our President is a man who believes in the power of love. Let us continue to pray for peace in all the corners of the world, especially Iraq, Afghanistan, the Middle East, and particularly close to my heart pray for peace in Darfur, Sudan. The AFP reports, that representatives from China, the United States, Russia, France, Britain and the European Union held mediation talks in Doha, Qatar (for you kids and kids at heart, Qatar is in Asia on the coast of Saudi Arabia). That’s where representatives met on last Wednesday, calling on both the Sudanese government and Darfur rebels to make concessions to end years of conflict and reach a peace deal as well as the complete cessation of hostilities. Darfur's most active rebel group said it intends to free 60 Sudanese troops as a "sign of goodwill". Let us pray that this is the beginning of an end to this horrific ethnic war. Visit savedarfur.org to stay up to date, donate, and lend your voice in support of the innocent people of war-torn Darfur. This social justice moment was inspired by "No Boundaries" as sung by American Idol Runner-up Adam Lambert.
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Inspirational Music Download: “No Boundaries” by Adam Lambert

