The Cure

This past week, Congress passed a bill on Tobacco regulation, and the President has agreed that he will sign it. This law would for the first time give the Food and Drug Administration the authority to regulate tobacco products, which kill more than 400,000 people in the US each year. Believe it or not, it’s been 50 years since smoking was linked to cancer. The President has had his own struggle to quit smoking. The F.D.A. would have the power not only to consider changing existing products, but also to ban new products. Right now, no federal agency regulates tobacco products. That caught me by surprise. The Alcohol Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB), regulates taxes only, on tobacco products. The F.D.A. will now impose a ban on tobacco advertising within 1,000 feet of schools and playgrounds. So, get ready, because the tobacco companies will probably say it violates their First Amendment rights. However, we all know that with rights come responsibility.

On Saturday, June 6, tens of thousands of runners ran the Annual Susan Komen Race for the Cure, which is a 3-mile run around the Mall. I believe our own Tamara Masciolla and her family participated this year. This event raises money and awareness for breast cancer treatment and research. An estimated 1 million women around the world will be diagnosed with breast cancer this year. Cancer is a horrible disease. It’s one that has probably touched the lives of everyone here today. Each of us has most likely lost a loved one to cancer. President Obama says he wants to conquer cancer in our lifetime. I love a president who has time to write a note excusing a little girl from school because she was with him, AND he wants to cure cancer in our lifetime. He IS the coolest President EVER! He’s included $6 billion in his proposed budget for cancer research. According to CNN “some cancer specialists say that rather than finding a cure, a more realistic scenario is that certain cancers that are fatal today will move into the realm of chronic illnesses. By chronic disease, doctors mean the way we think of diabetes or heart disease as chronic diseases, which can be treated throughout the person’s life, as opposed to the cancer continuing to advance.”

My concern is the money... yes, the money. Ya’ll know… Pharmaceutical companies stand to lose money if a cure is discovered. I have long believed that we were probably on the verge of discovering a cure. But, in a capitalist society such as ours, as Chris Rock says, “the money is in the medicine, not in the cure.” That bears repeating… “The money is in the medicine, not in the cure.” Genesis 4:9-10 reads, Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" The LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. We are responsible for helping to bring about a solution to this crisis. The good news is that cancer death rates have been steadily declining. The American Cancer Society says, “A drop of 1 or 2% per year may sound small, but that adds up to 650,000 cancer deaths avoided over the course of 15 years." Prayerfully, you or I, or someone we love can avoid getting this awful disease, or at least be able to live with a treatment that doesn’t diminish the quality of their lives.

Visit www.thetruth.com for some very interesting facts and discourse on tobacco products, and www.cancer.org to join the fight against cancer by participating in events, volunteering your time, and advocating for change on the political side of the cancer issue.
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Inspirational Music Download: Abraham, Martin and John sung by the Prince of Motown Marvin Gaye

